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4 Letter from the Of fcers \, "EF" to the Offcire 


under Generall Monck in Scotland, 
ſent by Captain Deane. 


Dear Brecbrev, and Fel'ow Souldi.rr, 
TS 6 moſt heartily wth Graze and Truth to be multiplied 
unto you, through the knowledg® of God, and of Feſus 
our Lord; And alſo we dehire the God and Father of 
all Grace, to add? to your Fart» Vertue; and to Vers 
true Knowledge; anl to Knowledge Temperance ; and 
4 Df] ro Temperance, Godlinefle ; and to Godtinefle, 
Srother:y kindnefſe, & to brotherly kindnels Charity, 

Deat Brethien, We cannot bur be deeply affeRed& afflited in our own 
fpirirs, ro conſider of your diſſatisfaRtion wich us upon miltaken grounds. 
You have known us theſe many years to be your faithfull Ber hren, char 
durſt do nothing that is finfull ; And we may afhrm with plainneffe, ho« 
neſly and ſimplicity of heart, we have done nothing inthe lace Revolution, 
bur that which. the Providence of the molt wile God prepared to our 
hands & led us out unto,wichout fo much as one balf hours time to defign 
or reſolye cotake that courle we were nectflicated unto ; Since which mof 
of ſuch perſons that were not clear in the preſent and ſudden Action, have 
made their acknowledgement of their full fatisfaRion, and we are mucu« 
ally reconciled, and they are received and tendered by us as afteRionats 
Brethren : And fora more full Natritive of the providential Grounds and 
graduall Steps that led us to that work yer (withaking hearts)and'ag an 
Anſwer to your Queeries, Fgned in your Name by #i//;am Clerk Secte- 
tary, bearing date the 22. inftant, We refer youto a Book, lntituled, 
The Armies Pleas And alio,1he eArmies Declaration, relation there- 
unto being had.we hope will” give you tatisfa@1on; 

Loving Bre:hren, What have we done,thatyou are offended > We are 
not conſcious, that any thing is acted by us upon the publick Theater, bur 
that which we judge 1s acceptable to God: And what we have done hath 
proceeded from up ighcneſle of hearr,and tor the glory of God, the good 
ofhis Intereſt,Cauſe and People io thee Nations: Nothing lef{+ then cheſe 
worthy ends could have cauſed us coadventure our A! chat is dear to us 
for your and their ſakes ; Ard after ſuch a hazard, our Brechren to lgok 
ſhy upgn us yea ſuch, ' with whom we have hyed andconverfed together, 
prayed, fought, and jeopaiced —_ roperher, And wicneſles "ome 
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one Family 


d.that nohe hitherto 


jay without ſo.mugves ſendingto koow the provicentall grounds that 
us totheſe Undertakings; Ang likewiſe your and our unhz ppinels hath 


nd forgiye one another even 65 God.j or. Chriſt s ſak: hath forgiven 
”s We hope ihe fear of God will guide you,ſo that yu may co nothing 
to giieye Han and his lictle Flock,and rejoyce the common Encmy abroad 
_—- and at homegnor give them advantages tomake a prey o! theie poor 
| off ©, Navens: Y Vhaccan you propoupd to your ſelves? It you are for good 
— itngs, So are we If - a Free- State and Commonwealth, ' Sv-are 
*.. - & we; If againſt a (imgle So are we; It for Reformatien, So are wez 
i; Br godliceſle, and the nations to be exalked in Righteouſnefie, Soare 
we; Why do we differ in the form and way to it ? Oh, dear friends if you 
ould preciptarely engage into.a Wat,, and ſhould Conquer your 
- Brethren, W quid oor the contequence be a Conquelt oyer your telves, and 
all che good People of the Lad ? Andit ihey are gone,cettainly (it you 
retain your gld Prigcples)you-would pordefire to hye long after them, 
Precions Brethren We commend vn'0 you that place of Scripture. Joſh, 
x.14.15. We ſhall wmrhour bended Knees implore the God of Heaven, 
204 King of Saifts,to-guide you;and periwade yous as holy Noah (31d in 
another calc, C:;».g.27.God ſhall perfwade.] aphet ro dwell in the rem 5 of 
Shems. Finally, Brerhren, farewell, Be of good comfort, Let us be of one 
jad live in peace and the God of love and peace ſhall be with you and ns; 
We jemain | 
#14, Tour moſt affeftionme Brethren and Fellow-Souldier x. 
© Dear Friends, We bope '© hear in your Anſwer to this, that all qur dear Friends 
-w in Bonds,are at Liberty and that the Lord bath atisbed your bearry to 
Acquiefce in His pre cnt Diff eaſations; ſo as we may nor expeſe cach orber uo 
» further [nconvenicncy. 
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»A Return of the Gentrall ang Officers in Stotdand; to the aforeſaid w 
- Lttter of the Offictrs & Whitehall. | 
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Dear Brethren,and Felluw Souldiers in tte Lord, + - 


ex: N the Name of our 'Lord Jeſus Chrift, We return you our 
& molt hearty wiſhes »hd prayers, That Grace, and Truh, 
and Pract alſo might be muldplied unto you: And thot 
to your Fai'h, and your Vertue, and your Knowledge.and 
s your Temperance,and your Godlineſſe, acid your brocherly 
Kindneſſe, and your Charity,might be added, Patience, and Meckneſſe, 
«3d Humility,and SIf-deniall; Great are the thoughts of our hearts, fos 


- the diyiſrons in Rewben,and we are (ak you exprefle it) deeply affefed x 
| and afflicted in our own ſpirits, wFeti we'confder What cauſe we have to t 
be difſatisfied with you, our dear Brethren; you, With whom we have li- 
PY yed -and conyeried together 5 with whom we taye prayed and fought, 


at@ jeoparded our lives togethers with whom” we have taken | 
Counſelsand walked wighn be in the 'Hoife of God as Eo 

We cannotconceal from you that our AﬀeStion and Afﬀidtion of ſpirigia 

rdich increafed by the Lecter you ſent us by Captain Deanegod bythe 

Bikes you referred us 'to in that Lerter. We had beforelome inal 
{tndeed our onely ) hopes that there. might be ſome millake b-ryres 1 

& vs; bat alas 4 We cannor bur now think ( fioce we od, you baye og 4 
tote to fay for your ſclyes ) that Our fears were but too.true, 30d. the 3 

X Cauſes of our DifſatisfaRjon at your preſent aRings but too jult.: We 
hall deal with you withthat plainnefſe and freedome, and fincericiethat 
becomerh Brechercn, for lo we thinke it becometih vs, To falfill all 

7 Krgtbreowſmeſſe: And fo we think it Expedient both for you ang us, 

that We may the ſooner come to a right underftanding one c Eanoth er, 

We could not be ſatisfied that there was any fuch need of more 

Generall Officers(he firſt occaſion ofthis unhappy difference) as that the 
Partiamentthould be preffed to it fo uaſeaſonabiy and o juſt a jealuuke 

created in then, chat there was a Deſign to ſet upa Single Perion(of which 
they had bur fo Jate,and io. ſad expericgce/ ard ne could not but think ic 
ſuſhcient forthe fectrity. of the good Incereft, that. the Army was uaized 
vader one heatl, the Parliament. . | $r 
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were leſs fatisfied, that 
eſcence in the Votes of the” Hauſe» you: ſhould Jendeayour'by's 
new way to wreft the Power out of their own hands, and to proſecure 
the ſame | z This making che Army a Corporation in a manner 
Indepe Sem the Civill Power, and creating to it an Incereft, di- 
Rin from that of the Peoples, by whom they hitherco have, and ill 
muſt live, 8ad for whom they are by their Engagements and dutieg 
bound to die : and that after you knew the Parliament had in effeR diſag. 
proved your Peticion, you ſhould Gill endeavour to ger more hands to ie, 
which neicher the Parliamenr,nor we our (elyes could look upon any other» 
wile chen as'a Deſign ro force the Parliament to grant what they had al. 
ready in effeX diſapproyed, if not to doe that which you (ay was done at 
lefs then half an houres warning. 

Bur cheq chat aſter the ſad experience of ſo many confulions and toſlings, 
which theſe poor.Nations had already felt by ſuch aRtings as thele, atcec 
the unhappy (and Face acknowledged yalawfui]) former Interruption of 
the: (hy your ſelyes called) famous long Parliament, aticr che Confuſions 
and DiftraRtions of that /1rr/e one of your own, and not of the peoples 
chooſing; after the occaſion by them given to ſome of ſetting up, and 
the nec impoſed on us of accepting 3 S'ogle Perſon, contrary to our 
fo:mer Eng» es; and co ovur Intereſts; after our late renew: od Pngages 
meac, and our ſolemn and ſerious Fxperſtions of Repencance, That you 
ſhould fo (>09 :erurn to your former (in, and for the apparent intereit of 
nine or ten Perſon; (wh > haw precious ſoever, yer cannot be worth the 
blood char may be (hed in chis quariel, to put a new force upon the Par- 
ſiament,and to deftroy all Lawtul Auchoricie in che three Nations,and to 
put them out of hopes of ever haying any for the future, but what ſhall be 
at your di(poſals; and to do thele things in the Name of the whole Army, 
thereby uſurping aPower over your Brethren,to which you have no right» 
and involying us in the (ame guilt with yours in the ſame attings, againſt 
which weare bound to procelt betore God and Man ; This 65 that 
whech lieth che foreſt upon our Spirits ; This is chat which wounds us 
deepeſt. | | 

This is that which muſt of neceſſity mike the three Nations Claves to 
the Army, The Armies of Scotland and /reland, Slaycs to that of Eng- 
lard, and that of Zrgland tonineos cen Perlons, and perhaps in ſhox; 
cume thoſe nine or ten, to one fingle One * The beſt effe ir caq have,muſt 
be that which you ſo muchcomplain af in the Armies Plea, page 25.. , 
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'Thtalt the' pious 2nd g>od of this Nation ſhall got enjoy © 
|» qi, = life in all gels and Honeſty, bur only ſomne' pare. 
them. | 


' We cannot butin the Name of the Lotd tell you that theſe ARings 


make us ſtink in the noſtrils of the good people, and cauſe the Name of | 


God to beevil ſpoken of,and his Enemies ro rejoyce, 

And yet you lay, Behold, what we baye done ? and tell us in many; bur. 
very general terms, what good things you arefor : We likeyviſe are for 
good things 4s yydlkas you; We are for a free State and Commonyyealch 


as vyell as you; Weare againl{ a fingle Perſon as vyell as you; Weare fot: 


Reformation as yvell as youz We are as vyell as you for Godlinefſeand 

the Nations co beemiced in Righteouſneſle ; if fo be that you be indeed 
for chele things yvhich you pretend; and that yye differ not iq the end #s 
yyal as inthe vyaytoun! - 

But hovy can you be for good things,as long as you doe that vvhich is 
Evyjll? Hovy can you be for a Free-State and Common-vvealth, if for 
the Intereſt of nine or teane Perſons you diſſolve Parliamears ? To vyhac 

rpole is it to be againlt a (iogle Perſon, if you be for nine or eenne ; or 
> Gemation, you return fo ſoon to former finnes ? Or, hoyv can 
Godline(ſe or Righceouſneſle be exalted, by yioleac and ugyyatrantable 

meagsf . . | =, q - 

Brethren, Ovr dayly-prayer to God is, That yve may nor be neceſlica« 
ted coa War vvith you;bur if yve be, yye muſt ell you that vye-doe nag 
paccipitare our (elves, or rua raſhly or inconfideracely intoit z We 
haye had time, fadly and ſeriouſly ta conſider the vyhole Matrer, and 
vye mult deal plainly vvich you., and cell, ycu,that vyhat you pretend; 

you had no; Cir hours time to deliberaze aboury, We haveerp ded 
; from you ſome.vyecks; We could nor bt cake notice-that the occaſon 
both of calling and Interrupting this Patliament, vvas,the making of Ge» 
neral Officers. | , | | Lok 

Hovy lictle defre vve have of miking a conqueſt ayer you, He knovys 
vVYho knovvs hovy lutle joy vye ſhould rake in it; If there vvere not lame» 
thing in the Quantel that is &earer to us then our lives, vve ſhould neyer 
undercake ir, ; 

And novy Brethren, as yet dear and precious in our eyes, vye beſeech 
you for the mercies of Jeſus Chriſt to lay theſe things to heart, and as vve 
havedone vvith Joſh-1. Verie 14.15 fo toreflet ſeriouſly upon Joſhs 
J: Verie 19 and once woreto take the ſhame to your (elyes, and to "on 
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and our, oa cm hens 
very ! cn E-Lher you or WE.Can £X * Andra : accd 
any Fender ſending to you, We ated nothing bur whas was neceſſary r9 
our preſent ſafery and we immediarely ſent our Lertcrs ro you, which if thy came 
notto your hand+, it is not cur faulks We have lirely ſent Cont iſfoners,' Meth 
faithfull and approved, whom we hope zou will treat as bretheen, 
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. . For the Right Honoural't the Lord F cerwood, and 
;- | The ret of the 0 fees of that pant of the Army «t 
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